
 

Working to protect your community and environment 

Wingfield’s Progress 

The Gala  

You’re Invited to 
A Night to Remember! 

Saturday Evening, February 17  

CRC has done it again!  We’ve nabbed one of 

Canada’s greatest performers to come to our 

community to support our fund-raising efforts as 

we prepare for ‘OMB 2018!’  You won’t want to miss 

this gala evening – The Nylons wowed us with 

music.  This year the adventures of Walt Wingfield 

will have you rolling in the aisles with laughter, 

laughter about the world we live in where the city 

dreamers meet the weathered farmers and the two 

groups find ways to come together to meet 

community challenges! 

On February 17, 2018 Canada’s own Walt 

Wingfield comes, by special arrangement, to Halton 

Hills in a Gala Presentation at the Acton Town Hall 

Centre, a heritage gem of a theatre in the heart of 

Acton.  Hearty country suppers in two neighbouring 

19th century churches, Knox Presbyterian and St. 

Alban’s Anglican, will precede the theatrical 

performance, enhancing the country theme of the 

play. 
 
 

Short video: www.hiddenquarry.ca/wingfield 

 

“With gestures and a grab bag of different voices any impressionist would kill for, the actor is able to 

conjure up imaginary characters with a few deft strokes.” 

-The Victoria Times Colonist 

…more on page 2 
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Wingfield’s Progress, The Gala  

Tickets 

Gala Price for Supper and Performance: $120/single; $220/special price for two 

Available on-line: www.hiddenquarry.ca/wingfield 

Or contact: Linda Sword 519-853-1896  lsword@crcrockwood.org 

Order now!  Seating is limited! 

 

 

Wingfield’s Progress – The Play 

Since 1984 Walt Wingfield has been regaling audiences, both rural and urban, across Canada and the 
United States, in the series of seven plays by Dan Needles 
and more than 4500 shows logged to date.  Renowned and 
beloved Canadian actor Rod Beattie brings a delightful and 
memorable assortment of characters to life in this one-man 
show. In Acton Wingfield’s Progress takes the stage.  
 
When Wingfield, a captain of industry trades his pinstripe 
suit for overalls and retreats to a hundred acre farm, the 
residents of Persephone Township raise their eyebrows and 
Walt starts writing a weekly column for the local newspaper 
to tell his side of the story. In the eyes of the locals, weekend 
farmers are a common enough sight, but this man seems to 
think he can make a living with a broken down racehorse 
and a single furrow plough.  In Wingfield’s Progress the 
spectre of urban development looms on the Seventh 
Concession, and Walt sounds the alarm. Can he mobilize 
the neighbourhood to save the rustic splendour of Larkspur? 
Does Larkspur want to be saved? 
 

ñA riveting and immaculately constructed little play, performed to perfectioné  
Beattie electrifies the stage.ò ï The Victoria Times Colonist 

…more on page 3 
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Wingfieldõs Progress tickets are 

the perfect Christmas present ! 

http://www.hiddenquarry.ca/wingfield
mailto:lsword@crcrockwood.org


 

Wingfield’s Progress 

Biographies 

Rod Beattie – The Performer 

A veteran of sixteen seasons with Ontario's Stratford Festival (appeared in 
2017 in Twelfth Night, School for Scandal and Tartuffe), Rod Beattie is one of 
the most respected and versatile actors in Canadian theatre.  

His extensive credits include radio, television and live performances across 
Canada. Featured roles include Narcisse in The Passion of Narcisse 
Mondoux at London's Grand Theatre; Ed in Ed's Garage at the Grand Theatre, 
Manitoba Theatre Centre and Theatre Orangeville; Felix in The Odd Couple at 
Segal Centre, Montreal; Johnny Pateen Mike in The Cripple of Inishmaan at 
Theatre Calgary; the professor in Oleanna at the Grand Theatre and the 
National Arts Centre (opposite Sandra Oh) and Andy Ladd in an Ontario tour 

of Love Letters (opposite Martha Henry).  

Over the past thirty years Rod's name has become 
synonymous with the Wingfield series which has brought 
him acting awards, rave reviews and sold-out houses in 
Toronto, London, Stratford, Victoria, Vancouver, Edmonton, 
Calgary, Regina, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Saint John, Fredericton 
and a host of smaller communities across Canada. Rod and 
Walt made their American debuts to great acclaim at the 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park in 1994. Rod is the winner of 
the 1991 - 92 "Dora" Award (best performance by an actor in 
a leading role) for his performance in the first three 
Wingfield plays.  
 

In 2017, Rod was appointed Member of the Order of 
Canada by the Governor General. 

 

"Beattie is astonishingly adept at transforming himself from one character to another in a 
matter of seconds, calling up echoes of a crotchety Walter Brennan,  

a gawky Jimmy Stewart or a flustered Bob Newhart."  
-The Toronto Star 

 

 

…more on page 4 
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Dan Needles – The Playwright 

Dan Needles spent half his childhood in the city and half on the family farm at 
Rosemont, Ontario. After university he went to work as editor of the local 
newspaper in Shelburne where he created the character of Walt Wingfield, the 
retired stockbroker turned farmer, who told about his adventures on the farm in a 
series of weekly letters to the editor. In 1985 Dan drew from these columns to 
write his first play Letter From Wingfield Farm. Wingfield's Progress followed 
in 1987, Wingfield's Folly in 1990, Wingfield Unbound in 1997,Wingfield On 
Ice in 2001, Wingfield's Inferno in 2005 and Wingfield Lost and Found in 2009.  

For fifteen years Dan delighted readers of Harrowsmith and Country Guide with his back page 
columns True Confessions from the Ninth Concession and Petunia Valley. He now writes the Larkspur 
Supper Club for Small Farm Canada and Fence Posts which appears in three publications, On the Bay, 
In the Hills and Watershed. Dan won the 2003 Leacock Medal for Humour for his book With Axe 
and Flask, the History of Persephone Township from Pre-Cambrian Times to the Present. His latest 
book Wingfield's World, a novelization of all seven Wingfield plays, was released in October, 2011. 
Dan's other plays include The Perils of Persephone, Ed's Garage, Team on the Hill, Baco Noir and The 
Last Christmas Turkey.  In 2017, Dan was featured at the Eden Mills Writers Festival.  In 
December, 2014, Dan was appointed Member of the Order of Canada by the Governor-General. 

"Dan Needles has much the same gift for gentle comedy as England's James Herriot 
of All Creatures Great and Small."  

-The Toronto Sun 

 

Doug Beattie – The Director 

Douglas Beattie became an independent producer and director in 1979. His 
association with Dan Needles goes back to childhood summers spent on the farm. 
In addition to heading the Wingfield team Doug has been guest director at the 
Stratford Festival; the Belfry Theatre, Victoria; Lighthouse Festival, Port Dover; 
Theatre Orangeville; the Blyth Festival; the Piggery Theatre, North Hatley; 
Thousand Islands Playhouse; Gryphon Theatre, Barrie, and the Grand Theatre, 
London.  

He was consultant to Primedia's television production of Letter From Wingfield Farm which 
won the 1991 "Gemini" Award for best performing arts program and is co-executive producer of 
the Wingfield TV series. He is also founding Artistic Director of Pie in the Sky Productions (formerly 
Touchmark Theatre) and President of Douglas Beattie Theatrical Productions Ltd. 

"The third partner, invisible but important, is director Douglas Beattie, who keeps it all 
seeming simple, but actually being quite complex." 

 -The Toronto Star 

 


